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Retrospective study of wound Infections in patients with generalized peritionitis

Won Hyun Cho

Department of Surgery, Keimyung University
School of Medicine, Taegu, Korea

One hundred and ninety two cases of peritonitis caused by peptic ulcer, appendicitis, typhoid

enteritis and blunt abdominal trauma were analysed retrospectively to study the possible contributing

factors of wound infection.

Wound infection was more common in patients over 60 years of age.

Wound infection was more frequent in summer season.

The increased rate of would infection was found in the group of patients with hemoglobin below

8 gm% and WBC less than 5000/mm?3.

Among twenty five patients whose serum albumin level was over 3.5gm%, only one developed

wound infection (0.04%), and among the patients with serum albumin less than 3.5gm%, the

rate of wound infection was 17.1%. The hypotgnsive group (patients with systolic blood pressure

less than 80mmHg at the time of admission) developed more wound infection than normotensive

or hypertensive group.

The serial wound culture showed changes in bacterial flora during hospitalization. The overall

hospital mortality of this series was 6.3% (12 out of 192) and three out of twelve patients died

had wound infection.
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