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This study was conducted to investigate changes in the intermediate zone on the resected gastric
cancer specimens from 117 patients for correlation between age group and intestinal metaplasia.

The results obtained were as follows:

Of the total 117 cases, normal intermediate zone was found in 38 cases (32.5%), and mild,
moderate and severe atrophic intermediate zone were similar in distribution. There was a signif-
icant correlation of intermediate zone with age group above and below 5th decade (p<{0.05).

The degree of intestinal metaplasia was correlated well with that of atrophy of the intermedi-
ate zone (p<(0.05).

It was speculated that atrophy of the intermediate zone and intestinal metaplasia were corre-
lated with gastric cancer and it is worth-while to pursue that these changes play role in the
pathogenesis of gastric cancer.
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Fig.1. Types of intermediate zone
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Table 1. Distribution of types of intermediate zone by age group in control cases.

Type ABCETOUD 2029 30-39  40—49 5059  60—69 70— Togel
Normal 3 4 1 1 (;;
Mild atrophic 1 2 (18;38)
Moderate atrophic 1 1 1 (18.38)
Severe atrophic 1 (6'12)

Total 4 6 2 3 1 H_(w(l)f;m

* Under 40yrs, versus over 40vrs.

: Chi- square 5.8 with 3 df. (p>.1)

Table 2. Distribution of types of intermediate zone by age group in gastric ca. patients.

Type A%‘; LMD 2029 30-39 4049 5059 60—69 70— Total
Normal (100°0) (57.82) ey @Bz s ° @25
Mild atrophic (2123 4) (22.76) (23?1) (23?1) (20.1 0) (23.62)
Moderate atrophic aim @ (D @9 @0 e
Severe atrophic 0 (7.1 D (12?9) (20.85) (3;4?6) (60-30> (2%54)
Total 2 14 31 39 26 5 117

* Chi-square 17.1 with 15 df. (p>.1)
** Under 40yrs. versus over 40vrs. :

Chi-square 8.2 with 3 df. (p<.05)

Table 3. Relation betwecen degrees of intestinal metaplasia and types of intermediate zone in

gastric ca. palients.

Type

Degree Normal Mild atrophic Moderate atrophic Severe atrophic  Total

No metaplasia 3 1 4
1 24 [ 3 4 37
I 8 12 12 6 38
il 3 7 13 15 38

Total 38 26 2R 25 117

N Chi-square 38.8 with 9 df. (p:\’/. 005) o
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