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A Survey of the sexually transmitted disease among the visitors
to a public health center in Taegu city

Nung Ki Yoon, MD; Suk Kwon Suh, MD

Department of Preventive Medicine, Ketmyung University
School of Medicine, Taegu, Korea

The authors selected the medical records of the 2,346 diagnosed urethritis and syphilis patients
from those who visited to a public health center in Taegu City, 1, January 1985 to 31, December
1987 to treat their urologic symptoms. Their medical records were used to investigate distribution
status of the infection by demographic and temporal variables.

The results were as follows:

1. The most frequent age group was 20—29 years of age, 65.6%, and the less than 20 years of
age group was 10.2%. In 30—39 age group, males 17.9% and females 23.0% and in 40—49 group,
males 4.5% and females 12.2%. The female excess prevalence remained the same after that age
group.

2. The order of relative frequency of the infection by month in which 3~year cases were combined
was August, 11.3%, July, 10.9%, January, 10.3% and the monthly distribution of the student was
August, 16.0%, January, 11.6%, March, 10.7%, which suggets a coincidence with the periods of
the school vacations. The seasonal distribution was summer 31.29%, spring 25.5%, autumn 21.7%,
winter 21.5%.

3. The relative frequency of infection by marital status showed the unmarried was 70.3% and the
married 29.7%, which was a significant difference.

4. The distribution by occupation was merchants 25.5%, office workers 19.2% and students 15.5%
which was unexpectedly high.

" 5. In the distribution by source of infection of the males, friends was the most frequent source
with 28.7%, restaurant employees 25.2%, prostitutes 16.8%, and employees of the lodging service
12.4%. ’

6. In the distribution by age and source of infection, friends were the most frequent source of
infection(63.1%) in the less than 20 years of age group. In 20—29 years of age group, friends were
28.6%, restaurant employees 24.5%, prostitutes 17.8%, where showed increasing proportions of
employees of the service trade. In 30—39 years of age group, restaurants employees 35.9%, employees
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of the lodging service 15.9%, prostitutes 14.9%, which means that most of sources of infection were

employees of the service trade, In 40—49 years of age group, restaurant employees 39.7%, prostitutes
17.2% and in 50—59 group, spouse was the most frequent(27.3%) and in the more than 60 years of
age group prostitutes was 50%, but the total cases of that age group were too small to tabulate

meaningfully.

7. The relative frequency of infection by infection history showed the inexperienced was' 48.4%
and the experienced 51.6% and in the inexperienced, males 47.9% and females 78.1%.
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Table 1. Distribution of age and sex by calendar year

Male Female Total
Age
'85 '86 87 '85 '86 '87 '85 ’86 87

—19 80C 9.8) 92(10.7) 65(10.9) 2(5.6) 000,00 1(6.3) 82(9.6) 92(10.4) 66(10.8)
20—29  549(67.4) 560(65.0) 387(65.0) 20(55.6) 15(68.2) 7(43.8) 569(66.9) 576(65.0) 394(64.5)
30—39  144(17.7) 153(17.7) 109(18.3) 9(25.0) 3(13.6) 5(31.3) 153(18.0) 156(17.6) 114(18.7)
40—49 30( 3.6) 48( 5.6) 24( 4.0 4(11.1)  3(13.6) 2(12.5) 34( 4.0) 51( 5.8) 26( 4.3)
50—59 10 1.3) 6C 0.7 6(1.0) 1(2.8) 1(45 1(63 11(1.3 7(0.8 7( 1..1)
60-- 200.2) 3003 407 — — —_ 200.2) 3(0.3 407
Total 815 862 595 36 22 16 851 884 611

( ): Column percent
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Fig.1. Relative frequency of visitors with syphilis or gonorrhea by month and calendar year
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Table 3. Distribution of marital status by sex and calendar year*

Marital Male Female Total
status ’85 '86 87 85 86 '87 ’'85 86 '87

Married  576(71.2) 605(70.5) 424(72.4) 15(42.9) 10(45.5) 6(37.5) 591(70.0) 615(69.9) 430(71.4)
Unmarried 233(28.8) 253(29.5) 162(27.6) 20(57.1) 12(54.5) 10(62.5) 253(30.0) 265(30.1) 172(28.6)

Total 809 858 586 35 22 16 844 880 602

( )¢ Column percent
*Numbers do not always add to 2,346 due to missing values

Table 4. distribution of economic status by sex and calendar year

Economic Male Female -- :l“ Otal' —

status '85 ’86 '87 '85 '86 '87 '85 '86 '87
Upper 5C 1.2 5(1.0 3(0.9 - — — 5C1.2) 5(1.0) 3¢0.9
Middle 307(72.2) 359(73.3) 256(74.4) 6 (100.0) 8(88.9) 3(75.0) 313(72.6) 367(73.5) 259(74.4)
Low 113(26.6) 126(25.7) 85(24.7) - 1(1L 1) 1(25.0) 113(26.2) 127(25.5) 86(24.7)
Total 425 490 344 6 9 4 431 499 348

( ): Column percent
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Table 5. Distribution of occupation by calendar year

Occupation '85 '86 '87 Total

Students 125(16.8) 125(15.3) 78(13.9) 328(15.5)
Merchants 196(26.3) 220(27.0) 125(22.2) 541(25.5)
Office workers 132(17.7) 145(17.8) 130(23. 1) 407(19.2)
Enlisted men 15 2.0) 30C 3.7) 19C 3.4) 64( 3.0)
Employees of service* 27( 3.6) 24( 2.9 10¢ 1.8) 61 2.9
Unemployed 98(13.2) 115(14. 1) 79(14. 1) 292(13.8)
Farm workers 12( 1.6) 8( 1.0) — 20 0.9
Laborers 97(13.0) 83(10.2) 59(10.5) 239(11.3)
Others 43( 5.8) 65( 8.0) 62(11.0) 170( 8.0)
Total 745(100. 0) 815(100. 0) 562(100.0) 2122(100. 0>

*Employees of service trades

Table 6. Distribution of infection source by calendar year(male)

Infection sources 85 '86 '87 Total
Prostitutes 77(13.7) 140(18.4) 89(18.0) 306(19.8)
Restaurants employees 144(25. 5) 194(25.5) 121(24.4) 459(25.2)
Employees of lodging srevices  71(12.6) 95(12.5) 60(12.1) 226(12.4)
Employees of service trades 38( 6.7) 29( 3.8) 17¢ 3.4) 84( 4.6)
Employees of bath & barbers 17¢ 3.0) 23(¢ 3.0 19¢ 8.8 59( 3.2)
Friends 164¢29. 1) 220(28.9) 139(28.0) 523(28.7)
Spouse 28( 5.0) 29( 3.8) 15C 3.0) 72( 4.0
Others 25( 4.4) 31( 4.1) 35( 7.1) 91( 5.0)
Total 564(100. 0) 761(100.0) 495(100. 0) 1820(100.0)

Table 7. Distribution of infection source by age

Source of infection —19 20—29 30—39 40—49 50—59 60+ Total

Prostitutes 22( 9.8) 225(17.8) 44(14.9) 10(17.2) 2(18.2) 3(50.0) 306(16.5)
Restaurants employees 20( 8.9) 310(24.5) 106(35.9) 23(39.7) 1( 9.1 —  460(24.7)
Employees of lodging services 18( 8.0) 155(12.3) 47(15.9) 4( 6.9) 1( 9.1) 1(16.7) 226(12.2)
Employees of service trades 12( 5.3) 58( 4.6) 8( 2.7) 6(10.3) 1(9.1) — 85( 4.6)
Employees of bath & barbers 3( 1.3) 43( 3.4) 14( 47) 1( L7 — — 61C 3.3)
Friends 142(63.1) 362(28.6) 25( 8.5) 6(10.3) 2(18.2) 1(16.7) 538(28.9)
Spouse 4( 1.8) 57( 4.5) 25(85) 2(3.4 31Q7.3 — 91( 4.9
Others 4( 1.8) 54( 4.3) 26(8.8) 6(10.3) 1(9.1) 1(16.7) 92( 4.9
Total 225 1264 295 58 11 6 1859

( ): Column percent
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Table 8. Distribution of infection history by sex and calendar year. :
Infection Male Female Total
history ‘85  '8s ‘8T  '85 '8 '8 '8 '8 '8

Negative 259(46.8) 364(48.8) 250(47.7)

Positive 294(¢53.2) 382(51.2) 274(52.3)  -4(25.0) 3(23.1D -

8(75.0) 10(76.9) 7(100.0) 267(47.3) 374(49.3) 257(48. 4

208(52.7) 385(50.7) 274(51.6)

Total 553 746 524 12

13 . 7 565 759 531

C >t Column percent
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