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Clinical Characteristics of the Patients Discharged from
Military Service due to Neuropsychiatric Illness

Chul Ho Jung, MD; Young Nam Park, MD; Jong Han Park, MD
Department of Psychiatry, Keimyung University School of Medicine, Taegu, Korea
Je Young Lee, MD

Department of Neuropsychiatry
Taegu Armed Forces General Hospital

To understand and prevent the military service related neuropsychiatric causalities, the authors surveyed
some clinical characteristics of 405 patients who were discharged from military service from Sep. 1985 to
Aug. 1989 and who had been hospitalized at Neuropsychiatric Department of Taegu Armed Forces General
Hospital prior to their discharge from the military service.

The results were as follows;

1. The diagnostic distribution revealed that schizophrenia was most frequent as 33.3%, followed by seizure
disorder 18.5%, personality disorder 17.3%, major affective disorder 13.8% and mental retardation 104%.

2. More than half of the patients(64.2% ) were admitted to the hospital within six months of their military
service enlistment.

3. The previous history of neuropsychiatric treatment prior to the enlistment in the army was found in
31.8% of all the subjects, 46.7% of the seizure disorders and 37.8% of the schizophrenics. Especially, 17.8%
of the schizophrenics had the history of neuropsychiatric hospitalization prior to the enlistment in the army.

4. The previous history of problematic behaviors was found in 23.7% of all the subjects, 51.4% of personality
disroder, and 50% of major affective disroder.

5. The onset of illness prior to the enlistment in the army was 73.3%.

The results suggest that a thorough neuropsychiatric evaluation of the enlistees may be to reduce and
to prevent military service related neuropsychiatric causalities.
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o1 zpol 17.3%. TR A E TN 13.8%, A4 104%,
ol =i (Table 1).

[e]

No. (%)

S( hizophrenia 135(33.3)
Major affective disorder 56(13.3)
Personality disorder 70(17.3)
Mental retardation 42(10.4)
Seizure disorder 75(18.5)
Others 270 6.7)
Total 405(100)
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20— 21417+ 69.6% & thr}a3 ap R}k i, 22~23 Sl 670 el 7 64.2%, 7— 1270 o) 16.3%, 13—
A 16.6%, 1941018t 106%, 244014 3.2% 2] A 1870 11.1%, 1924091 57%, 2570 o) 4 27% &2
A tH(Table 2). A BFek tro] BV whi sk g

\;)934 29 5& /UA]A )7 9} O]Ii/ﬂ-oHO] /‘10 QdA] ng}]
Glngyomq/p 'Ur 90.5%, 82.8% 0.7 thH-E-S 24
shis 418 BT EAAS BN (Table 4).

3) A2"E ER
of¥o] 59% = Frgoli) |, W 21.3%,
e 11.1%, SHAM 3.7%, WAk 27%, Fal 22% 9

FA R o R Aol B &4E v W Bk 5) IRTF
53] gtz o ol A gefof F 43 ol%’ ol ZM 90.5 a%o) 56.8%, W4l 32.8%, arF&unhel sh 747,
%, 743% & thchir xhAlstgei(Table 3). ol 3% At 5&F W i FE Rl R4
dejosl A9 e e, o ﬁowr R
Table 2. Age distribution
SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Below 19 15011.1) 4¢ 7.1 5( 7.1 5(11.9) 13(17.3) 1037 43(10.6)
20—-21 89(65.9) 38(67.9) 50(71.4) 37(88.1) 47(62.7) 21(77.8) 282(69.6)
22-23 28(20.8) 12(21.4) 13(18.6) 12(16.0) 2(74) 67(16.6)
Above 24 30 2.2) 2( 3.6) 2( 29 30 4.0 311D 13( 3.2)

SPR : Schizophrenia, MAD | Major affective disorder, PD . Personality disorder, MR | Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder

Table 3. Rank distribution

SPR MAD PD MR Sh Others  Total
N=135(%) N=566(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)

Private 66(48.9) 25(44.6) 52(74.3) 38(90.5) 44(58.7) 14(51.9) 239(59.0)
Private first 32(23.7) 17(30.4) 12(17.1) 30 7.1) 14(18.7) 8(29.6) 86(21.3)
Corporal 18(13.3) 11(19.6) 4( 5.7) 12(16.0) 45(11.1)
Sergeant 70 52) 1¢ 1.8 20 2.9) 10 24) 110 2.7)
Noncommissioned officer 8 5.9) 10 1.8) 4( 5.3) 20 74) 150 3.7)
Officer 40 3.0) 10 1.8) 1(13) 311D 9( 2.2)

SPR Schizophrenia, MAD | Major affective disorder, PD © Personality disorder. MR . Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder

Table 4. Duration of military service

Duration SPR MAD PD MR Sh Others Total
(months) N=135(%) N-56(%) N=700%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
0—6 77(57.00 28(50.0) 58(82.8) 38(90.5) 45(60.0) 14(51.9) 260(64.2)
712 21(15.6) 15(26.8) 6( 86) 20 4.7) 14(18.7) 8(29.6) 66(16.3)
13—18 20014.8) 9(16.1) 3( 4.3) 10 24) 10013.3) 2074) 45(1L.D
19-24 13 9.6) 30 53) 30 4.3 10 2.4) 30 4.0) 23( 5.7)
Above 25 4 3.0) 1018 3( 4.0) 311D 110 2.7)

SPR © Schizophrenia, MAD | Major affective disorder, PD | Personality disorder, MR [ Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder
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Table 5. Educational level

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Less high school 9( 6.7) 2( 36) 8(114) 2( 48) 7( 9.3) 2074) 30( 74)
High school 76(56.3) 27(48.2) 36(51.4) 35(83.3) 42(56.0) 14(51.9) 230(56.8)
College 46(34.1) 26(46.4) 24(34.3) 5(11.9) 22(294) 10(37.0) 133(32.8)
More college 4( 2.9) 1( 1.8) 2( 29) 4( 53) 1( 3.7) 12¢ 3.0

SPR © Schizophrenia, MAD © Major affective disorder, PD . Personality disorder, MR : Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder

Table 6. Occupation before military service

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Student 52(38.5) 27(48.3) 29(41.4) 6(14.3) 32(42.7) 11(40.8) 157(38.8)
Salariedman 30(22.2) 21(375) 15(21.4) 13(30.9) 22(29.3) 5(18.5) 106(26.2)
Farmer 6( 4.5) 4( 7.1 1C 1.4) 6(14.3) 9(12.0) 26( 6.4)
Unemployed 46(34.1) 4 7.1) 23(32.9) 17(40.5) 10(13.3) 9(33.3) 109(26.9)
Others 1C 0.7 2( 2.9 2( 2.7) 20 74) 7C 1.7)

SPR . Schizophrenia, MAD : Major affective disorder, PD : Personality disorder, MR : Mental retardation, SD
* Seizure disorder

Table 7. Parental deprivation

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Father 28(20.8) 11(19.6) 11(15.7) 5(11.9) 8(10.6) 2( 74) 65(16.1)
Mother 6( 44) 7(12.5) 8(11.4) 2( 4.8) 5( 6.7) 28( 6.9)
Both 1€ 0.7) 2( 36) 202D 5( 1.2)
Total 35(25.9) 20(35.7) 19(27.1) 7(16.7) 15(20.0) 2(74) 98(24.2)

SPR © Schizophrenia, MAD © Major affective disorder, PD : Personality disorder, MR . Mental retardation, SD
: Seizure disorder
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Table 8. Family history of psychiatric illness

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)

26(19.3) 15(26.8) 15(21.4) 2( 48 14(18.7) 4(14.8) 76(18.8)

SPR © Schizophrenia, MAD : Major affective disorder, PD ! Personality disorder, MR : Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder

Table 9. History of psychiatric treatment

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)

History of treatment

Before enlistment 51(37.8) 10(17.9) 21(30.0) 8(19.0) 35(46.7) 4(14.8) 129(31.8)
After enlistment 14(10.4) 6(10.7) 6( 8.6) 2( 48) 3( 4.0) 5(18.5) 36( 89)
Total 65(48.2) 16(28.6) 27(38.6) 10(23.8) 38(50.7) 9(33.3) 165(40.7)
History of admission

Before enlistment 24(17.8) 3( 5.4) 3( 4.3) 2( 4.8) 20 2.7 2( 74) 36( 8.9)
After enlistment 12( 89) 6(10.7) 8(11.4) 2( 4.8) 5( 6.7) 6(22.2) 39( 96)
Total 36(26.7) 9(16.1) 11(15.7) 4( 96) 7( 94) 8(29.6) 75(18.5)

SPR © Schizophrenia, MAD ! Major affective disorder, PD ! Personality disorder, MR . Mental retardation, SD
: Seizure disorder

Table 10. History of problematic behavior

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N=135(%) N=56(%) N=70(%) N=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Before enlistment 7( 5.2) 5( 89) 12(17.1) 20 4.7) 1 1.3) 1C 3.7) 28( 6.9)
After enlistment 15(11.D) 17(30.4) 14(20.0) 1 24) 20 7.4) 49(12.1)
Both 2( 1.5) 6(10.7) 10(14.3) 1( 2.4) 19 4.7)
Total 24(17.8) 28(50.0) 36(51.4) 4( 9.5) 1013 3(11LD) 96(23.7)

SPR : Schizophrenia, MAD | Major affective disorder, PD . Personality disorder, MR : Mental retardation, SD
. Seizure disorder

(40.7%)019 3, ©1E% 129'3(31.8% )l ul o, 10) EH@ESel otz
368(89%)°] YuhFol Asg wokrh w AWy TAYEe] AL 237% 4 AL, A

2 e 507% 24 71 Be dvvE HY, 2 QAR 514% 7 BEAYEY AAHE 7}
ALY 482%, AA N 386% T TAHO A Qo) A Ee MRS BRYD, Fo3 53l
EE 7HRA PR 717 46.7%, 37.8% ol A 50%, ZAEEY 178% 2 &4 UcH Table 10).
Ui Aol gk ol QUAIL, E3] Halg gy e
17.8% oA Yozl lg AA-E 7ix T At
(Table 9).

11) A7
T Yl HFE o] AR A i He] 733
%YL, o] EF AWHEE FAXH 2 100%, A



128 - U kG AT 9 % T 1 1990

Table 11. Onset of illness

SPR MAD PD MR SD Others Total
N-135(%) N 56(% N=70(%) N—=42(%) N=75(%) N=27(%) N=405(%)
Before enlistment 86(63.7) 27(48 2) 66(94.3) 42(100) 62(82.7) 14(51.9) 297(73.3)
After enlistment 49(36.3) 29(51.8) 4( 5.7) 13(17.3) 13(48.1) 108(26.7)

SPR : Schizophrenia, MAD © Major affective disorder. PD | Personality disorder. MR : Mental retardation, SD

. Seizure disorder
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