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A Case of Congenital Duodenal Atresia Diagnosed by Prenatal
Ultrasonography

Kang Hyun Kim, M.D., Kyung Hee Kim, M.D., Jong In Kim, M.D.

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Keimyung University School of Medicine and Institute for Medical Science Taegu, Korea

=Abstract=

Duodenal atresia is amenable to prenatal ultrasonographic diagnosis in the majority of
cases. Such diagnosis is based on visualization of the "double-bubble” sign, which represents
the simultaneous distension of the stomach and duodenum. Most cases of duodenal atresia are

first diagnosed in the third trimester of pregnancy, and some reports suggest that the
diagnosis may not be possible before the third trimester. We present a case of congenital

duonenal atresia diagnosed by ultrasonography at 34 weeks gestational age.
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Fig. 1 Transverse scan of the upper abdomen in fetus
The typical "double bubble "is seen
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Fig. 2 The typical "double bubble s seen in simple abdomen.
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