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= Abstract =

To evaluate the prevalence of antibody to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV) in patients
with open heart surgery we did a prospective study of alanine aminotransferase (ALT)
before operation and one, three and six months after operation and of anti-HCV one
and six months after operation in 61 patients who had taken open-heart surgery.

No significant change was noted in liver function test before and after operation. One
(1.6%) of 61 patients was anti~-HCV positive after operation.

Hepatitis C virus is the major cause of post-transfusion hepatitis in Korea and in the
world. But the positive rate of anti-HCV was very low in our study.

It is uncertain whether the cause is due to false negativity, failure of detection of anti-
HCV or low positivity of anti-HCV of dornated blood.
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Table 1. Variable heart diseases of the

subjects
H art diseases Number(%)
Mitral valve 24( 39)
Aortic-valve 5( 8
Mitral and Aortic valve 20( 33)

Mitral, Aortic and Tricuspid valve 4( 7)

Mitral and Tricuspid valve 7( 11)
Aortic valve and ASD 1 2
Total 61(100)

Table 2. Biochemical data before and
after surgery

Before After

Bilirubin, mean(mg/dL) 1.0 1.2
AST, mean(U/L) 33.6 25.8
ALT, mean(U/L) 26.0 22.5

WAl ¥ HBsAg 34389 W3 gz,
HBsAb AL ¢4 34.4% ++F 39.3%.
HBcAb AL &4 52.4% 5% 59.0%4
o} (Table 3).
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Table 3. B-Hepatitis markers before and

after surgery

Before(%)  After(%)
HBsAg 6( 9.8) 6( 9.8)
HBsADb 21(34.4) 24(39.3)
HBcAb 32(52.4) 36(59.0)

Table 4. Prevalence of anti-HCV in open

heart surgery patients

Anti-HCV Number(%)
Positive 1( 1.6)
Negative 60( 98.4)
Total 61(100.0)
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