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A Case of Transverse Myelitis Associated with
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
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Abstract : Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is an autoimmune disease
associated with variable symptoms in many organs. Involvement of central ner-
vous system in SLE is a relatively common complication. However, transverse
myelitis is a rare and late complication of SLE and its prognosis is very poor,
resulting in death or severe neurologic sequelae. We report a case of transverse
myelitis who was diagnosed as SLE before the onset of neurologic symptoms.
Transverse myelitis was diagnosed, based on the clinical presentation and MRI
findings. This patient indicated that transverse myelitis could be a relatively early
manifestation of SLE. We treated the patient with pulse methyprednisolone fol-
lowed by cyclophosphamide, However, the treatment did not improve clinical con-
dition of the patient.
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Fig. 1. MR imaging of the T-L spine reveals long segmental high signal intensity lesion in thoracic spinal cord on T2WI

with subtle enhancement on gadolinium enhancement. There are no demonstrable destructive bony structures.
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