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Table 1. Preoperative risk factors in 14 patients with
postoperative infections after spinal
instrumentation 

Risk factor No. of patients

Diabetes 5
Obesity 3
Smoker 4
Age>=70yrs 2
alcoholism 1

Each patient may have one or more conditions.

Fig. 1. Time course of plasma levels in erythrocyte
sedimentation rate (ESR) and C-reactive protein
(CRP) after spinal instrumentation.
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Table 2. Infecting organisms in 14 patients with
postoperative infections after spinal
instrumentation

Causative organism No. of cases

Staphylcoccus aureus 8

Staphylcoccus epidermidis 2

Mixed organisms 2

Escherichia coli 1

Pseudomonas aeruginosa 1
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