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Table 1. Characteristics of patients

No. of patients 223 38 185

Mean age 48.56 50.21 48.22 

Tumor size (cm) 1.98 0.98 2.32 0.91 1.90 0.98

1.40 1.52 1.38

Mastectomy 143 (60.6%) 32 (84.2%) 103 (55.6%)*

BCP 88 (39.5%) 6 (15.8%) 82 (44.3%)

No. of dissected
sentinel LNs

Learning period After learning periodWhole period

BCP: breast conserving procedure ; LNs: lymph nodes; * p<0.05 vs. learning period.
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Table 2. Results of sentinel node biopsy

Success rate 99.1% 97.4% 99.5%

False negative rate 3.8% 6.2% 2.8%

Sensitivity 96.2% 93.8% 97.2%

Specificity 100% 100% 100%

Learning period After learning periodWhole period
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