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Clinical Featuresof Acute HepatitisA during Recent 5 Years
at A SngleMedical Center in Daegu

Sang Yeop Kim, M.D., Min Ho Choi, M.D., Hyun Jun Kang, M.D.,
Sung Hyun Eum, M.D., Hyun chul Lee, M.D., Hyung HwaLee, M.D.,
Ji Yeung Seo, M.D., Yeung Sung Kim, M.D. and Dong Hyup Kwak, M.D.

Department of Internal Medicine, Kwak's Hospital,
Daegu, Korea

Abstract : One of the major causes of recent acute viral hepatitis in Korean adult is hepatitis A
virus (HAV) infection. The aim of this study was to investigate the clinical features of acute
hepatitis A in Daegu province. Tatally 110 cases, who were diagnosed as acute hepatitis A
between August 2004 and July 2009, were reviewed retrospectively. The mean age of the
patients was 29 year old. The numbers of hepatitis A patient have increased during the recent five
years in Daegu area. There was no significant statistical relation between age and severity of the
disease. The average admission time was 11.3 days. As the numbers of symptomatic hepatitis A
patient in adult have increased, the numbers of patient who needed admission have been
increasing. It can be the cause of vast socioeconomic expenses. Therefore, it is necessary to
investigate about the indications for hepatitis A vaccination throughout Korea.
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Fig. 1. Age distributions of the acute hepatitis A
patients.
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Fig. 2. Annual number of patients with acute
hepatitis A from Aug. 2004 to Jul. 2009.
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Fig. 3. Seasonal distributions of the acute hepatitis

A patients.
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Table 1. Comparison of laboratory mean value for acute hepatitis A patients and acute hepatitis A with

chronic hepatitis B

Non HBV carrier (n=102) HBV carrier (n=8) P-value
Admission days 112+ 49 124 £ 43 0.903
WBC (/mm’) 5,777 + 2,814 5,020 * 1,880 0.580
PT (%) 84+ 26 66 ~ 32 0.607
Total bilirubin (mg/dL)* 5.69 T 3.32 7.35+ 3.80 0.333
Direct bilirubin (mg/dL)* 223+ 135 2.79 = 1.37 0.621
AST (IU/L)* 2,042 + 2,402 1,809 =+ 1,482 0.575
ALT (IUIL)* 2,566 = 1,895 1,873 + 1,337 0.637
ALP (IU/L)* 543 + 282 448 + 120 0.083
rGT (IUL)* 420 + 213 371 + 352 0.104

* LFT were maximal values during admssion.
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