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Undergraduate Nursing Student’s Knowledge, Attitudes
Regarding Aging, and Awareness about Supporting the Aged
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Purpose: This study was conducted to aging knowledge, attitudes and supporting the aged awareness for research in
undergraduate nursing students. Methods: The participants were 180 nursing students in K university in G-do. Data were
collected from March 15 to April 15, 2016, and were analyzed by using mean, percentage, t-test, Pearson's correlation
coefficient in SPSS/WIN15.0 program. Results: The mean of the aging knowledge score was 12.50, the mean of aging
attitudes score was 3.07 out of 5. and the mean of awareness about supporting the aged score was 4.16 out of 5. Awareness
about supporting the aged showed a positive correlation with aging knowledge(r=.34, p<.001). Awareness about supporting
the aged showed a positive correlation with aging attitudes (r=.30, p<.001). Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate
a need to develop program for undergraduate nursing students to increase correct aging knowledge, encourage appropriate

aging attitudes and awareness about supporting the aged.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants
(N=180)
Variable Categories n (%)
Age (year) >20 138(76.6)
>20- <25 14( 7.8)
> 25- < 30 18(10.0)
> 30 10( 56)
Gender Female 148(82.2)
Male 32(17.8)
Christian 62(34.4)
Buddhist 8( 4.4)
Religion Catholic 36(20.0)
No religion 72(40.0)
Other 20 1.1)
Past 96(53.3)
Living with the elderly Now 22(12.2)
Other 62(34.4)
Almost none 18(10.0)
1 times in 6 months 44(24.4)
. . 1-2 times in 3 months 34(189)
Frequencies of meeting .
1-2 times a month 24(13.3.)
grandparents 1-2 times a week 18(10.0)
Every day 20(11.1)
Other 22(12.2)
Very familiar 12( 6.7)
Familiar 44(24.4)
Familiarity with grandparents Not familiar 70(38.9)
Not at all, 52(28.9)
Other 2011
Senior volunteer experience Yes 1300722
No 50(27.8)
Related subjects courses Yes 86(47.8)
experience No 94(52.2)
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Table 2. Attitudes toward the Elderly

(N=180)

Contents Mean+SD
Wise-stupid 3570.05
Kind-unkind 3.36+0.06
Knowlegerable-uneducated 3.42+0.06
Faithful-unfaithful 3.48+0.05
Tolerant-intolerant 3.29+0.06
Active-inactive 2.60+0.06
Clean—dirty 3.24+0.06
Favorable-unfavorable 342+0.06
Fnny-boring 2.94+0.06
Halthy—unhealthy 2.60+0.06
Fexible-inflexible 2.90+0.07
Independent-dependent 2.91+0.07
Liberal-conservative 2.3610.07
Attractive—unattractive 2.97+0.06
Generous—selfish 3.30£0.07
Satisfied—unsatisfied 3.07+0.06
Positive-negative 2.63+0.07
Good-bad 3.49+0.06
Productive-unproductive 2.83+0.06
Happy-unhappy 3.10+0.06
Total 3.07+0.03

UutE EMo| DHE 8 KA, wolof fft EjE X
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gAke] ks 4o wE w3 A2 ¢l (F=2.266,
p<05), AW(F=2515, p<.05), Fu(F=1.956, p<.05), FH5
o) A A (F=2313, p<.05), FH5E UM% 314(F=2.701,
p<05), ZHEobe] AW T (F=1946, p<.05), =9 #& A%
A A (F=1.941, p<.05)l wet fFejgk 2ol ATk L W]

Table 3. Level of Knowledge and Attitudes of Aging and
Awareness about Supporting the Aged for the Participants

(N=180)

Mean+SD or %

Variables (Rate of correct answer)

Knowledge of aging 12.50+2.67(50.0 %)

Physical 7.32+1.26
Psychological 2.42+1.29
Social 2.715£1.35
Attitudes of aging 3.07+0.03
Awareness about. 1256£229
Economic 4.83+ 0.68
Emotional 3.60+ 0.85
Physical service 4,06+ 0.76
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Table 4. Difference Knowledge and Attitudes of Aging and Awareness about Supporting the Aged by General Characteristics

(N=180)

Knowledge of Aging

Attitudes of Aging

Awareness about

Characteristics supporting the aged
MeantSD  F/t D MeantSD  F/t D MeantSD  F/t D
Age (year) >20 1254253 62.2+10.2 81.1+951
> 20- < 25 13.1£2.10 62.4+8.05 765+5.31
o5 <30 nssmo 2 0 gy 220 <01 ganigg 29T <0
> 30 12.24£3.35 56.8+8.62 82.8+7.06
Gender Female 124+2.71 60.4+9.24 80.4+9.59
Male 12.92.50 2515 011 6694127 3363 <001 78.940.44 2149 <001
Religion Christian 13.0£3.05 61.6+7.63 81.6+8.93
Buddhist 13.7£3.05 58.7+8.04 81.0+851
Catholic 11.6£2.02 1.956 031 62.9+15.8 2998 <001 8131938 2476 <001
No religion 12.3+2.46 61.6+8.72 78.1+10.22
Other 10.0+0.00 53.0+0.00 82.0+0.00
Cohabitation Past 12.6£2.78 61.7+10.7 79.2+10.0
with the Now 117320 2313 009 65.0+11.1 2206 <001 831+892 2577 <001
elderly Other 125+2.27 59.8+8.45 80.4+8.89
Frequencies Almost none 134£1.94 56.6+£9.60 79.5+7.70
of meeting 1 times in 124+2.80 5884806 7934101
grandparents 6 months
1-2 times in
3 months AT oa op 998 omg <o Y san <onn
1-2 times a month  13.4+1.69 67.3+10.6 81.7+7.23
1-2 times a week  13.7£3.20 63.6£6.65 80.7£7.95
Every day 11.9£3.12 64.9£115 80.2£6.51
Other 12.0£2.13 60.8+13.0 79.1+12.0
Familiarity Very familiar 13.0+2.89 55.3+7.69 81.5+4.73
with Familiar 12.0+2.61 59.6+10.8 76.1+12.6
grandparents Not familiar 12.1+£2.78 1.946 032 61.2+7.87 3987 <001 81.0+8.33 2847 <001
Not at all, 13.3+£2.37 65.3+11.4 82.3+8.06
Other 10.0+0.00 46.0+0.00 73.0£0.00
Senior Yes 12.3£2.64 62.2+9.09 80.7+9.44
VolunFeer No 1284276 1.941 033 5944123 4046 <001 789+9.8] 2.234 <001
experience
Related Yes 12.3£2.75 62.3+9.43 81.8+9.49
subjects
courses No 125+2.62 LaA 131 60.7+10.7 o5 <001 785+9.40 4437 <001
experience
Table 5. Correlation among Aging Knowledge, Attitudes and Awareness about Supporting the Aged
(N=180)
Knowledge of Aging Attitudes of Aging
r (p) r (p)
Attitudes of Aging .34(<.001)
Awareness about supporting the aged .07(.324) .30(<.001)
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