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Development and Implementation of e-learning Contents of

Medical Ethics based on ‘Goal-based Scenario’
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The purposes of this study were to develop e-learning contents of Medical Ethics for students based on ‘Goal-based
Scenario’(GBS) and to explore learners’ satisfaction in the e-learning modules. It was designed to improve the critical
thinking, self-directed learning and high motivated and active learning of medical students based on ‘learning by
doing’. Five content experts and two instructional designers conducted a need assessment for the curriculum and
decided to develop four contents, namely, ‘research ethics’, ‘withdrawing life sustaining treatment’, ‘organ donation’,
and ‘induced abortion’. We developed seven components of GBS: learning goal, mission, cover story, role, scenario
operation, resource, and feedback, and up-loaded the contents onto the homepage of the e-learning consortium of
Korean medical schools. In 2014, Y medical school in Daegu employed the contents as part of the introductory
curriculum for pre-medical students. Fifty-three students evaluated the e-learning modules in the end of the semester.
There were no significant differences between satisfactions of e-learning modules and debate modules. Except of
‘understandable terms’, there were significant differences in satisfaction levels between positive and negative groups of
e-learning. GBS based e-learning contents could be compatible resources for pre-learning in medial ethics. The results
suggest that longitudinal and integrated studies for applying ‘learning by doing’ in medical ethics need to be

conducted.
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