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The Degree of Life-Respect and Peer Bullying in Elementary School Students
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Purpose: This study was done to provide basic data for education of elementary school students on life-respect and peer bullying prevention.
Methods: Participants were 5th and 6th grade elementary school students. Data from the questionnaires of 218 participants were analyzed.
Results: 1) The mean score for degree of life-respect was 4.23 (+0.38). The types of peer bullying were ‘defenders of victims’ (3.19+0.93), ‘bul-
lies' (2.04+0.72), ‘victims’ (1.91+0.84), ‘bystanders’ (1.79+0.80), and ‘bully-followers’ (1.66 +0.60). 2) There was a significant difference in the
degree of life-respect according to gender (t=-2.410, p=.017). Likewise, in the degree of peer bullying, among the type of ‘bullies’ there were
significant differences according to grade (t=-2.285, p=.004), and gender (t=3.191, p=.002). Also, among the types of ‘bully-followers there
were significant differences according to gender (t=2.053, p=.041), and having a religion or not (t=3.319, p=.001). 3) There was a significant
correlation between life-respect and types of peer bullying. Conclusion: The results of this study provide helps for more effective provision of
educational programs regarding life-respect and peer bullying.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants (N=218) L EHE9 3|23 Ao] Au|QrY 4.887(+043), ‘Eo] EHI| A+
Characteristics Categories n (%)  Mean=SD ofjQ1EL AAroIHTH AHo] AFd)A] 7T 4.827)(+0.47)2] 420]
Grade 5th 109 50.0 Qlck
6th 109 200 JAIRLe] B9 E3 Ar s ogd g AlE Avts of-oa) gk
Age (year) 10 44 202 11.11+0.71 = T ¢ == =5 = A= s
1 108 495 (Table 3).
P ENTEY) A 71 R A4S el f3E Syl
Gender Male 122 56.0 = = Cre °
Female % 440 of g5 o 2 57 ub(1-5%])0f 3.1973(+0.93) 0. &2 e o tf2-0
Birth order First 85 39.0 L FaoF(2.04+0.72), ‘TP 191 +0.84), HFoF(1.79 +0.80) ‘Praé
>Second 133 61.0
Family type Extended 20 9.2 o|glom 7P e HpE HRl W= Tl 2ok (166 +0.60)
Nuclear 198 90.8 ©° 2 Ryl
Living with parents Yes 191 87.6
No 27 124
Experience of respect for Yes 154 70.6
human life education No 64 294 Table 3. Degree of Peer Bullying of Participants (N=218)
at school Type Mean +SD
Experience of raising plants Yes 149 68.3
No 69 317 Bullies 2.04+0.72
Experience of raising animals Yes 154 706 Victims 191084
No 64 294 Bystanders 1.79+0.80
Religion Yes 121 555 Defenders of victims 3.19+0.93
No 97 445 Bully-followers 1.66+0.60
Table 2. The Degree of Life-Respect of Participants (N=218)
Items Mean
+SD
1.The human can utilize the life freely like the animal and plant according to a need as one pleases.” 4394097
2.The human has the right to change natural environment as one wishes.” 433+0.99
3.The human is more important than any other living organism. 3.10+1.41
4. For the living organism having a small body size is not more important than having a large body size.” 459+0.74
5. It does not give me any feeling when | pick a flower or break a branch from tree.” 440+0.81
6. It's interesting to carve a letter on flower or tree with a knife.” 4.64+0.80
7.1 have killed plants or small insects with my friends.” 385+1.19
8.It's not a big mistake to kill insects such as a dragonfly or grasshopper.” 452+0.84
9.The disabled life is not less important than the normal people's life.” 4.82+047
10.The unborned baby is not important.” 4.89+045
11.The rich are more important than the poor. 475+0.69
12.The learned is more important than the ignorant person.” 4.61+0.79
13.The man is more important than the woman." 459+0.84
14. It's not worthwhile to protect the vicious criminal.” 3.48+1.40
15.The insects or plants do not feel pain.* 4.79+0.53
16. It's interesting to give trouble to animals such as dogs or cats.” 488+043
17.1t's OK to sacrifice others for me and my intimate friends.” 4341094
18. I think life is more important than any other things. 335+1.70
19. It pains me more to see sick animals than withered plant.” 295+1.28
20.The numberous organisms are more novel than the fewer." 330+141
Total 4.23+0.38
*Reverse items.
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Table 4. Differences in Life-Respect & Peer Bullying According to General Characteristics of Participants (N=218)
Peer Bullying Type
Characteristics Categories n Life-respect Bullies Victims Bystanders Def:?t?::: cf Bullyfollowers
Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean +SD Mean +SD Mean+SD
Grade 5th 109 427+038 1.90+0.69 1.86+0.87 1.73+0.78 325+097 1.65+0.62
6th 109 4.18+037 2.18+0.74 1.96+0.81 1.84+0.81 3.13+£0.89 1.67 +£0.59
t(p) 1.602(.111) -2.885(.004) -0.832 (.407) -1.027 (.306) 0.975(.331) -0.320(.749)
Gender Male 122 4.17+0.40 2.18+0.68 1.94+0.83 1.84+0.78 3.16£0.92 1.73+£0.63
Female 96 4294033 1.87+0.74 1.87+0.85 1.72+0.81 3.24+0.93 1.57+0.54
t(p) -2410(.017) 3.191 (.002) 0.666 (.506) 1.040 (.299) -0.698 (.486) 2.053 (.041)
Birth order First 85 4224038 2.10£0.76 1.94+0.85 1.86+0.77 3.10+£0.94 1.73+0.62
>Second 133 4.23+037 2.00£0.70 1.90+0.83 1.75+0.81 3.26+091 1.62+0.58
t(p) -0.134(.894) 0.946 (.345) 0.282(.779) 1.054 (.293) -1.311(.191) 1.440(.151)
Family type Extended 20 4.23+0.39 2.14+£084 1.97+£0.99 1.95+1.03 3.16+£0.87 1.88+0.66
Nuclear 198 4231038 2.03+0.71 1.91+0.82 1.77+0.76 3.20+0.93 1.64+0.59
t(p) 0.099 (.921) 0.637 (.525) 0.309 (.757) 0.986 (.325) -0.162 (.871) 1.724 (.086)
Living with Yes 191 423+038 2.03£0.71 1.90+0.83 1.78+0.76 3.19+£094 1.65+0.58
parents No 27 4191035 211081 2.02+0.88 1.88+0.10 3.26+0.87 1.78+0.74
t(p) 0491 (.624) -0.551(.582) -0.696 (.487) -0.635 (.526) -0.362(.718) -0.868(.392)
Religion Yes 121 422+0.36 2.07+0.73 1.94+0.83 1.87+0.81 3.21+0.89 1.78+0.64
No 97 4.23+0.40 2.01£0.71 1.89+0.85 1.69+0.76 3.19£097 1.52+0.51
t(p) -0.228 (.820) 0.625 (.532) 0.465 (.642) 1.641(.102) 0.188(.851) 3319 (.001)
Table 5. The Relationship Between Life-Respect and Peer Bullying (N=218)

Bullies Victims ~ Bystanders Defe'n(?ers 2l
Variable of victims  followers

r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p)
Life-respect -.342 (<.001) -.150 (.027) -395 (<.001) .201 (.003) -.311(<.001)
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