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Alzheimer’s Disease : A Typical Model for Neuropsychiatry
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Even until the early 20th century psychiatry and neurology had been one. However, the chasm had been wider and wider
between the two, at least in this country and the United States, until three decades before when chemical treatments were
popular for schizophrenia and mood disorders. During the past three decades there have been many revolutionary pro-
gresses in neurosciences. Thanks to those developments, psychiatry and neurology are going gradually closer to each other and
expected to become a single clinical specialty not far ahead. It may be called neuropsychiatry or clinical neuroscience.
Alzheimer’s disease seems to be a very good model bridging again the rift between the two medical specialties. It is so in terms
of both from basic molecular genetics to clinical symptoms and from causes of to therapeutic interventions of cognitive,
behavioral, and psychological manifestations. (J Korean Neuropsychiatr Assoc 200443 (1) :10-17)
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Table 1. Relation of specific psychopathology to specific site

Psychopathology Lesion site
Dysprosody Bilateral prefrontal areas
Depression Left prefrontal area
Agraphia Left parietal association cortex

Dressing apraxia
Wernicke aphasia

Right parietal association cortex
Left auditory association cortex
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