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A Survey of Nurses’ and Doctors’ Knowledge 
toward Cancer Pain Management

Jung, Kuwy Im1) Park, Jeong Suk2) Kim, Hae Ok3) Yoon, Mae Ok4) Moon, Mee Young5)

1) RN, Kosin University Gospel Hospital,  2) Professor, College of Nursing, Keimyung University
3) Time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Jinju Health College,  4) HN, Jesus Hospital
5) Doctoral Student, College of Nursing, Keimyung University

Purpose: This study was to evaluate knowledge of nurses and doctors toward cancer pain management in South

Korea and to compare nurses’ knowledge with doctors’ and provide basic data for development of pain management

education program. Method: The subject of the study was 287 nurses and 111 doctors who were working at six major

medical center in South Korea. The instrument used in this study was consisted of 22 items of cancer pain management

knowledge. The data were collected between July 1 and 30, 2001 by using self-administered questionnaire. Analysis of

data was done by using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA and Scheffe test with SPSS program. Result: The average

score of nurses’ cancer pain management knowledge was 13.59 (total score is 22) and doctors’ cancer pain management

knowledge was 14.19(p<.021). Range of nurses’ cancer pain knowledge score varied between 6 and 19 and range of

doctors’ cancer pain knowledge score varied between 8 and 19. In nurses, among knowledge of pain items, the highest

item with rate of the correct answer was ‘Tylenol is opioid or non-opioid.’(99.3%) and the lowest item with correct
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response rate was When opioids are used for pain relief in the for 3-6 months, what percent of patients are likely to

develop opioid addiction?’ (4.2%). In doctors, among knowledge of pain items, the highest item with rate of the correct

answer was Meperidine(Demerol) IM is the drug of choice for prolonged pain.’(100.0%) and the lowest item with

correct response rate was When opioids are used for pain relief in the for 3-6 months, what percent of patients are

likely to develop opioid addiction?’(8.1%). Nurses’ knowledge of pain was significantly different according to

city(p .05). Doctors’ knowledge of pain was significantly different according to present work place(p<.01).

Conclusion: The above findings indicate that it is necessary to develop a comprehensive pain management education

program and require to teach continuously about new pain knowledge for medical team.
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