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= Abstract=
High School Students’ Knowledge and Attitude on Drug Abuse

Tae Gyung Yang, Chung Nam Kim'

Yang Buk Elementary School, Department of Nursing, Keimyung University'

The purpose of this study is to investigate and analyze 12th grade students' knowledge and attitude
on the abuse of drugs, to provide some basic data of the health education for them to obtain proper
knowledge and attitude against drugs, and eventually to contribute to the improvement of their health.

Questionnaires were given to 735 students from ordinary high schools and 482 students from 10
vocational high schools in 23 areas of Kyoungbuk province, all of whom were selected randomly,
between March Sth and 20th, 1999.

The data were analyzed by means of frequency, percentage, t-test, ANOVA and Turkey test as the
result of PC-SAS program.

The major findings of this study are as follows:

1. Only 51.3% of the surveyed students received some prevention education of drug abuse. They
rarely got it in their elementary school days. 54.3% of the educated students learned from their school
health nurses. Most of the classes made use of audio-visual materials.

Most of the students realized the importance of the drug prevention education. According to the
result of the survey, the materials that they took included alcohol 42.1%, smoking 23.3%, stimulants
6.7%, sleeping drug 3.5%, inhalants 1.6%, sedatives 1.5%, narcotics 0.9%, and hallucinogen 0.5%. The
first motive of using drugs was curiosity 18.1%, environmental factor 13.0%, and so on.

2. There was a significant difference between ordinary students(27.30 out of 47) and vocational
students(21.84) in the average score of their knowledge on drug abuse(p=0.0001), and between
girls(26.08) and boys(24.2%;p=0.0172).

3. There was a little difference between ordinary students(16.94 out of 42) and vocational
students(16.23) in the average score of their attitude on drug abuse(p=0.0230), and between
girls(15.42) and boys(17.76;p=0.0001).
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4. The average score of knowledge on drugs was higher in proportion to the students’ school

record(p=0.0001), the level of satisfaction in their school activities(p=0.0093), and their recognition of

any respectable teacher{p=0.0001). The students who experienced the prevention education had more
specific knowledge on drug abuse(p=0.0001). The more they realized the importance of the education,

the more knowledge they obtained(p=0.0001).

5. The average score of attitude was related to their association with any juvenile delinquent
{p=0.0010) and their pageants habitual drug abuse(p=0.0001). The attitude score and the chance of
drug abuse were higher in proportion to their home environment(p=0.0001), the stern way parents
bring up their children(p=0.0412), their complaint at home(p=0.0001), and their negligence of the

prevention education(p=0.0001).

Key words : knowledge on drug abuse, attitude on drug abuse
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