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A Study on the Reliability of the Questionnaire Responses

about Smoking Habit.

Biung Hun Lee
Health Care Center, Changwon Specialty Steel Company

Kyung Min Park
College of Nursing, Keimyung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine the reliability of the responses of emplovees when questioned
about ther smoking habits.

The study subjects included 5355 male employees who have worked at a steel company in Pohang for
more than 4 yvears and were examined continously for 3 vears, ending June 1996.

We identified 8 possible combinations of smokers and non smokers, based on their answers to questions
about il they ever smoked, how long they had smoked, if they stopped smoking and how long they had quit
smoking,

Using 1994 as a base vear for the study, the following results were found.

[ In 1995, the smoking rate(55.2%) decreased by 4.6% from 1994(59.824) but increased by 2.8% In

1996(58.0%) from 1995,

2. When questioned about how long they had smoked, there was a marked preference to respond in five
vears increments(5,10,15,20) rather than indicate the precise number of vears(1,23,4--:6,7---). In 1994 the
response rate was 53.6%, in 1995 59.4% and in 1996 56.9 9%

3. One question asked employees how long had they stopped smoking. In 1995, 75.2% said they had quit
within 5 vears. And in 1994, 66.6° said they had quit within 5 vears.

4. The accuracy of responses to the question of whether the employee was a smoker or a non-smoker 18
93.4%. To the question on how long the emplovee had smoked. the accuracy of the response is 24.3%.
And to the question about how longs the emplovee had stopped smoking, the accuracy of the response
Is 81.5%. These figures appear to be consistent [or 3 vears from 1994 to 1996,

Key words : Questionnaire. Digit preference
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