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Henoch-Shonlein Purpura in a Patient with Ankylosing Spondylitis after
Infliximab Therapy

Woo-Jin Jung], Yoon-Jeong Naml, Seung-Geun Leel, Ji-Min Kiml, Margaret Songz, Moon-Bum Kim”, and Geun-Tae Kim*

Departments of 'Internal Medicine and ZDermatology, Pusan National University School of Medicine;
*Medical Research Institute, Pusan National University Hospital; *Department of Internal Medicine,
Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

Tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-a) inhibitors are used widely to treat patients with active rheumatoid arthritis and ankylosing
spondylitis (AS). Although various cutaneous reactions can occur as side effects of TNF-a inhibitors, systemic vasculitis requiring
withdrawal of the agent and immunosuppressive drugs is rare. A 59-year-old male with AS who had been treated with infliximab for
60 months visited us with complaints of palpable purpura on both legs and severe abdominal pain. Abdominal computed tomog-
raphy showed diffuse wall thickening of the proximal jejunum and ileum and a skin biopsy revealed leukocytoclastic vasculitis. The
patient was diagnosed with Henoch-Schonlein purpura (HSP). Infliximab was discontinued and systemic steroid therapy at 0.5
mg/kg resulted in prompt resolution of the HSP. Here, we report the first case of HSP in a patient with AS after infliximab treatment.
(Korean J Med 2013;84:764-768)
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Figure 1. Pelvic radiography shows irregular joint space and
narrowing of the sacroiliac joints and subchondral sclerosis
(arrow).
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Figure 2. Palpable purpuric lesions on both legs (A) and the
right calf (B).
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Figure 4. Punch biopsy of skin shows perivascular neutrophilic

infiltration and conspicuous nuclear dust with marked red cell
extravasation, consistent with leukocytoclastic vasculitis (arrows,
H&E % 200).
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Table 1. Henoch-Shonlein purpura after tumor necrosis factor-alpha inhibitors: summary of cases in the literature

Age Gender Disease Time to HSP (months) TNF-alpha inhibitor Reference
57 M Psoriasis 11 Etanercept Lee et al. [2]
12 F ucC 6 Infliximab Nobile et al. [3]
61 F RA 6 Etanercept Asahina et al. [4]
19 M CD 7 Adalimumab Rahman et al. [5]
36 F CD 18 Adalimumab Marques et al. [6]

HSP, Henoch-Shonlein purpura, TNF, tumor necrosis factor, UC, ulcerative colitis, RA, rheumatoid arthritis, CD, Crohn’s disease.
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