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Diagnosis and treatment of purpura
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Causes of Purpura

I. Skin lesion

Trauma, solar purpura, steroid purpura, capillary vasculitis
IT. Systemic disease

A. Nonpalpable purpura

Coagulation disorders

Vessel wall
abnormalities

Thrombocytopenia, Platelet function abnormalities, clotting factor defect, liver disease, renal disease

Simple purpura, senile purpura, scurvy, dysproteinemia(cryoglobulinemia, hypergammaglobulinemia,
Waldenstrém's macroglobulinemia), Ehler-Danlos syndrome, amyloidosis, myeloproliferative disorders,

Warfarin necrosis, cold agglutinin disease, urticarial vasculitis

Thrombosis
Embolism

B. Palpable purpura

Disseminated intravascular coagulation, Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura
Cholesterol emboli, fat emboli, tumor emboli, cardiac emboli

Leukocytoclastic vasculitis, infectious emboli(meningococcemia, gonococcemia, Rocky Mountain spotted fever), Henoch

Schénlein purpura, Polyarteritis nodosa
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Purpura associated with Platelet Abnormalities

I . Thrombocytopenia

Aplastic anemia, acute and chronic leukemia, myelodysplastic syndrome, paroxysmal nocturnal

Decreased production
ACE inhibitors, anticonvulsants)

hemoglobinuria, megaloblastic anemia, cancer metastasis, drugs(alcohol, anticancer drugs, thiazide,

Idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura, AIDS, post-transfusion purpura, alloimmunization, disseminated

Increased destruction

intravascular coagulation, thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura, hemolytic uremic syndrome, Severe

infection, heparin induced thrombocytopenia, drugs(antibiotics)

Increased sequestration Liver cirrhosis, myelofibrosis, myelophthisic anemia, storage disease

II. Platelet function abnormalities

Congenital von Willebrand's disease, Glanzman's thrombasthenia, Bernard Soulier syndrome
Myeloproliferative disorders, myelodysplastic syndrome, chronic renal failure, postcardiac surgery,
Acquired Waldenstrom's macroglobulinemia, multiple myeloma, Drugs(aspirin, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
drugs)
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