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Table 1. WHO histological classification of neoplastic pancreatic cysts

Histologic classification

Serous cystic tumors

Serous cystadenoma (SCA)

Serous cystadenocarcinoma (rare)

Mucinous cystadenoma

Mucinous cystadenoma with moderate dysplasia

Mucinous cystic tumors

Mucinous cystadenocarcinoma

Noninfiltrating

Infiltrating

Intraductal papillary mucinous tumors

Intraductal papillary mucinous adenoma

IPMN with moderate dysplasia

Intraductal papillary mucinous carcinoma

Noninfiltrating

Infiltrating
Solid pseudopapillary tumors
Table 2. Typical characteristics of pancreatic cystic lesions
Cyst type Pseudocyst SCA MCN IPMN SPN
Age Variable Middle-aged Middle-aged Elderly Young
Sex M>F F>M Female M>F Female
Pancreatitis history [1] Yes No No Yes [2] No
Location Evenly Evenly Body/tail Head Evenly
Malignant potential None Rarely Moderate to high Low to high Low
Biliary obstruction Yes, Uncommon No No Yes, Uncommon No

SCA, serous cystadenoma; MCN, mucinous cystic neoplasm; IPMN, intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasm; SPN, solid pseudopapil-

lary neoplasm.
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l Incidentally discovered cystic lesion

Clinical characteristics: Symptomatic or not?
Age. Sex, Co-morbidities

Location and imaging characteristics

EUS + FNA if available

nodule and no septum or typical
for SCA
Repeat imaging in 3-6 mo.
Consider EUS

History of pancreatitis reported
Pancreatitis risk factors

— i

Symptomatic/ malignant

Less than 2 cm without mural

’ EUS/FNA
| Mucinous | | Non-mucinous ‘ IPMN

} }
Surgery

Repeat EUS + FNA vs
Cross-sectional imaging

Branch-duct IPMN less than

3 cm and no associated nodule

!

Surgery vs.

Main-duct IPMN

close observation

Figure 1. Diagnostic algorithm of the pancreatic cystic lesion.
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