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A Case of Ancient Schwannoma of the Submandibular Gland

Chang Ki Yeo, MD
Department of Otolaryngology, Keimyung University School of Medicine, Daegu, Korea

ABSTRACT

Ancient schwannoma is a benign neoplasm of nerve origin and may cause difficulties in the differential diagnosis with other
benign or malignant tumors. It is also a rare variant of schwannoma with atypical tumor cells with nuclear pleomorphism and
hyperchromatism. In this report, a 44-years-old female patient with an ancient schwannoma of the submandibular gland is pre-
sented, discussed, and the literature is reviewed for head and neck location of this tumor. (Korean J Otorhinolaryngol-Head
Neck Surg 2008351:758-60)
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Fig. 1. A : Postcontrast CT shows an about 21 X 25 X 28 mm sized
fairly circumscribed heterogeneously enhancing solid mass in
the left submandibular gland. B : The gross specimen consists of
well encap-sulated, smooth soft tissue mass at-tached with left
submandibular gland, 37X30%X23 mm. The cut surface of the
mass shows solid, tan to mucoid appearance.
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Fig. 2. Microscopic findings of tumor. A : The photomicrograph shows hypercellular area with palisading nuclei (H & E, X 100). B :
High power field of tumor shows hyalinization and cellular atypia with hyperchromatic and bizarre nuclei, but no mitotic figures
(H&E, X400). C : Immunohistochemical investigation shows diffuse, strongly positive staining S-100 protein.
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