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A Study on the relationship between perceived maternal competence
and infant behaviors

Yeong-hee Shin, Eun-A Park
Keimyung University College of Nursing

= Abstract =

This study was carried out to assess the relationship between perceived maternal competence in child care and
behaviors of their infants. Ninty four postpartum mothers visiting child health clinic for routine vaccination for
their babies were recruited for the studv. Data uanalyses were based on a self-report of MNother and Baby
ScaletMABS: Wolke and St. James—Robert, 1937) completed by each mother.

The major finding can be summarized as follows: the level of maternal competence was moderate(average
24.2/55 points). Lack of maternal competence was significantly positively related to infant’s irritabilitv(r=.50, p=.00).
This appears to mean that mother’s inexperience or psychological indecisiveness may be sensed by their infants
and that those may have been reflected to the infant’s behavior as an irritability.
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