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Midline Transabdominal Approach in Impalpable Testes

Sang Gyu Kim, Choal Hee Park and Kwang Sae Kim

From the Department of Urology, Keimyung University School of Medicine, Taegu, Korea

The incidence of impalpable testis is approximately 20 percent of undescended testis popu-
lation and some may possess vascular pedicle shortening that prohibits scrotal placement in
one stage orchiopexy. From July 1987 through April 1988, 12 patients with 17 impalpable
testicles were explored by lower midline incision and the following results were obtained :

1. We could identify and prove the location of testis and/or anorchia without postopera-

tive complication ! 10 intraabdominal testes (59%), 3 intracanalicular (18%), 4 anorchla'

(23%).

2. Among 10 intraabdominal testes 5 testes were brought down by transabdominal orchio-
‘pexy, 3 testes by Fowler-Stephens method, and 1 testis by staged orchiopexy and rema-

ining testis were removed. .

3. Among 3 intracanalicular testes 2 testes were brought down by transabdominal orchlo

pexy and one testis was removed.

4. Follow up testicular examination of fixed testes revealed no testicular atrophy in all
transabdominal orchiopexed testes and no testicular atrophy in 1 of 3 testes which were

performed by Fowler-Stephens method.
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Table 1 Age distribution

Age | Na. of pts(%)
Below 3 6 ( 50%)

3.5 3( 25%)

5 10 1({83%)
Above 10 2 (16.7%)
Total 12 {100%)

Table 2. Laterality at operation
Laterallty No. (%)
Unilateral 7 (58.3%)

Left 5 (41.7%)

Right 2 (166%)
Bilateral 5 (41.6%)
Total 12 o
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Table 3. Types of operation according to
surgical location

Intra (Jana Abs- To

Type -abdeminal licular ent tal
Transabdommal 5 5 7
orchiopexy
Fowler-Stephens 3 3
method
Staged
. 1 _ 1
orchiopexy
Orchiectomy 1 1 2
Exploration 4 4
Total 10 3 4 17

Table 4. Success rate according to method
of orchiopexy

No. of No. of
festis SUCCesS
Transabdeminal
orchiopexy 7 7 (100%)
Fowler-Stephens .
method 3 1 33%)
Total 10 8 ( 80%)
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