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—Abstract—

The previous studies had shown that our society had stigma about epilepsy.
These studies were not enough to establish practical and concrete educational
program for the general population. This study was carried out to evaluate the
knowledge of and attitude toward epilepsy in general population. The subjects
consist of the population of 1722 apparently healthy persons who reside in
Taegu city and Kyungpook province. The questionnaire consists of 39 items con-
cerning knowledge of epilepsy and 20 items of attitude toward epilepsy and
epileptic patients. Seventy percent of respondents answered that epileptics have
grand mal seizure as their unique type of seizure. Sixty-eight percent were not
confident, of drug therapy for epilepsy, and 53% considered that epilepsy is a
genetic disorder. The score of negative attitude toward car driving and mar-
riage in epileptics was high. The score of knowledge of epilepsy and of attitude
toward epilepsy and epileptics show a significant correlation with age and level
of education. Although the group of public servant, teacher and professor had
relatively high score in knowledge of epilepsy, they had much more negative
attitude toward driving and marriage of epileptics. The group of nurse-teacher
had higher knowledge and much more affirmative attitude. It is suggested that
an educational program to epilepsy should have special emphasis on the etiolo-
gy, type of epilepsy and efficacy of medical treatment in epilepsy.
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Table 1. The characteristics of respondents
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characteristics

Age @9
(Year) 30-49
250
Sex Male
Female
Tducation Unschooled, primary school

Middle, high school
College or above
Engineer, technician
Teacher, professor
Public servant
Soldier

Labourer

Farmer, fisher, miner
Merchant,
Nurse-teacher

Occupation

Income
(Won/month)

1,000,000
1,000,000-2, 000,000
=2,000,000

No (%) &% Aale] 89 Do FAH
wuy  SE 2ASY, 1 A%g A
785046 2 sle] AduielelA el dg
19700 98¢ & A% 288 Wax

1?%3 e FPARIA o A7
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795(44)
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107( 6
20D 19949 s 19954 39 A
8 ol AgEn sudlna ¥
350y EQ BAG MER 13929, mAH
(2 BXSe] Bed @A 289 el
159(9 T FEA} BEe) FAY YE
402 @A 417 F % 17220¢ Bde
B g ggom, FwAe A
ASEIETLEEE R
oay)  71EE WA AS)BgE.
92(5 A Pde SRATEA (-
533(31)  oss sectional survey study) 2
LOT6Y N 2BAE el YW we
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Fig. 1. The source of awareness about epilepsy
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e 4oz kA B 8ol 947
Azshe 129 99 WIAE A4s sk
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23.9%% A4, 22.2%c VA€ 244 YA

Table 2, The cause of epilepsy answered by res-

pondents
Cause of epilepsy No(%%)

Brain disease or injury 81347.5)
Hereditary or inherited discase 41023.9)
Mental or emotional stress 38122.2)
Infection 88(5.1)
Insanity or evil spirit 21012
Total 1.713(100 )
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Table 8. Uncorrect. knowledge about epilepsy in respondents (o = 1,722)

Items for questionaire No (%)
Cause of epilepsy
Epileptic pationts siblings have a great risk of
being epileptics. 1,097(64)
Epilepsy is inherited disease. 906 (53)
The cause of epilepsy is mental or emotional stress. 905(53)
Symptom of epilepsy
Any types of seizure have loss of consciousness and shaking. 1,214(70)
Epileptics have great risk of bearing a malformed
child regardless of ingestion of antiepileptics. 971(56)
Epilepsy oceurs only in a specific person. 688(40)
Epileptics have a great risk of having another illness. 541(31)
Seizare usually persist over 30mins and induce serious effect
on the brain, 396(23)
Treatment of epilepsy
Although the severity is mild, opilepsy cantt be remisted
spontaneously. 1,308(76)
It is impossible to cure epilepsy completely with
antiepileptics. 1,174(68)
Antiopileptics can not cure but suppress cpilepsy. 1,090 63)
It is harder to treat epilepsy than diabetes
and hypertension. 1,067(62)
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Table 4. The score of affirmative attitude towa-
xd epilepsy and epileptics

Ttems Score (Mean=SD)
Delivery of epileptics 3.561.07
Employment of epileptics 3.53%1.09
Relative severity of epilepsy 3.46+1.18
Education of epileptics 3.40+1.24
Friendship with epileptics 3.38%1.10
Marriage with epileptics 3.3720.88
Driving of epileptics 2544107
Use of computer &
electronic game 2.54+1.31
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Table 5, The score{mean+SD) of and correlation between knowledge and attitude

toward epilepsy and epileptics

Knowledge Attitude r
Age (year)
< 65.7+4.21 68.0£12.37 0.37
3049 65.6+4.06 64411365 0.38
=50 63.5+4.36 57.7x13.22 0.31
P0.05 P05
Sex
Male 65.6+4.12 66.013.95 0.31
Female 65.624.16 65.7212.93 0.41
P0.05 P0.05
Education
Unschooled, primary 63.6+3.99 035
Middle, high school 64.7:£4.00 025
College or above 66.7+4.03 0.45
P05
Occupation
Nurse-teacher 70.3£3.75 77.2£11.91 0.7
Teacher, professor 66.6+3.83 66.0211.91 0.41
Student 68.0£11.43 0.25
Public servant 66.5414.53 0.36
Office man 65.7413.98 0.47
Merchant, 65.3:14.23 034
Housewife 64.4+12.94 038
Engineer, technician 64.4+13.03 0.39
Famer, fisher, minor 6161162 0.16
Soldier 64.2+12.60 0.47
P0.05
Income (won/month)
<1,000,000 65.3+12.71 0.34
1,000,000-2, 000, 000 66.1+14.36 034
22,000,000 66.3+14.30 0.38
P)0.05 P)0.05

Knowledge of epilepsy and epileptics : 39 questionaires, a perfect score 78
Attitude toward epilepsy : 20 questionaires, a perfect score 100

r © Correlation coefficient
Each p-value obtained by ANOVA

I F@

WA AN i3t @ask el AN B
oizjoln 234 A 2el3 Yielel Bl o
@ 2819 B B DAV A2 GY Aoha
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A7t Yo FHor Qs TAe ARE A
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71ES Hims Al Bdd g8 93E detin
FeHeAET /A, 1970). @b 229 Az
R 3ARA) ARHEE AANE 2B A A
4 5 A=E stetsle] 1 Bae] weby gurald
A e 0@ FAE wse) ety 4739
o B &3 Agle) o) B BEE A=
FE Fo £ B A HeolE FLE
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